FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
feared (such as, in our case, submarines) and to
retain those in which it put its trust (such as, in
our case, tanks). Of course, moreover, every
proposer knew in advance that his disarmament
proposals would be vetoed by someone else.
Finally, after the usual delays and searchings for
face-saving formulas, the Germans put an end to
the farce by walking out of the Conference and
the League of Nations, and declaring that they
would now re-arm too. Nothing is changed in
consequence, save that "the enormous size of the
Red Army", which had long served as a pretext
for deferring disarmament while Russia was out-
side the League, is used as a ground for rearming
by Germany, now that Red Russia sits in the
Council of the League as the ally of France.
But the acid test of the League of Nations*
value, the final and public revelation of its futility,
came with the Abyssinian affair. Abyssinia from
the outset made the most correct and scrupulous
use of the League machinery. It quoted all the
articles of the Covenant providing protection
and security to members of the League, and re-
ferred to the danger of war, the determination of